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AOR CLASSICS ISSVE 4 JULY 1994

Well it's been a year now since we ambarked on the journey taking us to the production cf AOR Classics.
We've come a significalﬁ distance since the for'mu]a{'ion of the on‘isihal ideas and the producﬁcr\ of issue
number one. The circulation c:f the mngarzihc is sh:c.\ci'ily growing with the velease cf each issue and we
are [\opc{:ui of susiaining this trend Il\s-ougl\ouf the next year. We are now offcring subscripiions fcw AOR
Classiecs at a cost of £10 fo:* 5 issues Ef you are in the UK, 4 issues 1L\|‘au5|r\oui' the rest of Europe, and 3
issuas anywhere else. Jssue 5 is dua out on the 17th October 1994 and the cover price will be £2 (LK),
£2.50 (eLwcch £3.50 ("EOV\—}} Jf you are interested in ‘}n!dng a sulpsc.ripfioh to the magazine p|casc
send £10 to Scott Middlemiss at 20 Roseneath Place, Marchmont, C‘:dinbm-gl\, EHe 17D, Scotland.
Chcqucs, mona)_—*/po:;ial arders etc. should be made payablc to Scott ,N\i.:fdlcmiss, oF You cah add £10 to
any IBEX AOR or ACOR Rarities & Deletions orders. WE CAN NOT ACCEPL ;‘Z\NYT'HJNG
MADE PAVABLE TO "AOR CLASSICS"

“toa I;qpc: ¢ A prcmofioua] ‘iapc lhas beaen p--oduac’.c! for distribution with this issue of the mczgc\zine..
Fr_-cxh,u'ing tracles from MNaro and ;\rjlan'cﬁlwon 'Ihe fape was co-ordinated by Brian Weston of .jhfinif}_l
Records (Sac. advart fon- dciails). :f{ yeu have not receaived a +ﬂpa with this issue p!cc\se contact Brian at

Jnfihiiy.

News : Both the Acrial albums (see reviews in this issue) are to be released shorily on CD by MaGaDa
Tne. The Storm have been cf»‘appccl l:v\_f Interscope afh:? camp}aﬁns their second album entitled "JOn The
6!-;; Of A Storm", however the QDOCJ hews is the a“:um has been released in Japmh. Scolt and Fraser
recently had a chat with Scotty Hall (Jdle Eyes) in Vancouver., Jh addition to some session work he is
warl(ihg on hew preoject at the moment, more details when we have them. Tom 'Hogge is to be foum:{
F'["‘).’i"‘s pigno cvery F:'ic]cxy ot "The Loungc-." in Val\couvcl‘, home of late seventies band The Biz in which

he fc::\h.u'::.d (see issue #2 vaview).

From Jssue #3 : The Jnsfcr album "Tt's Time" has been QTvcH the Mcga:‘o::l( treatmant and the resultis a
major sound improvement f:'on-. what was ﬂ[l'r_‘.':\cfy a qualiiy release. Co;:-ic.'; of the CD are available from

Jbex AOR or AOR Ravrities & Deleations pr'iccd £10 inclw:,ing P&P.

From Jssue #2 : The album sleeve notes on the Delta release aive us no indication what the band
members I:PF:\)_'. Thc\l\](:‘. 1o _S‘fcr.‘lhah ;"—\”cn fDI‘ :h:l\c“i\s us ‘fl‘\c {Jios#'apl\y; MC\MI‘CCI'\ MCDoha]cf B3 Voca’s,
Tom Fcb‘gu:‘-on - Qluitars, :')cﬂ: Stilliman - Bass, S‘fﬂﬁc Fieldhouse - Drums, Paul Maure - QGuirats., The
biogrop'\y malees no mention cr: Steve 'Ho"rcl', |<c}3boards possi‘:ﬂ}_@

Back Jssues : Tssue #1 is now sold out however we do have seme copies cf issucs #2 and #3 available
pl*icccf the same as this issue. Jf you have not vet got these issues send payment fo the subsc:ripiion

address (scc c:{:ovc) and we'll rush them to you.

AOR Classics is produced by :-

Barrie Xirf&?y - 4 Cavendish Court, Dean Bank, Ferryhill, CO. Durfam, DLIT ST, Tugland Tel/Fax : 0740 655675 (7.30 - 9 prir)
Fraser Meldrum - 20 Roseneath Place, Marefuront, Edinburgh, EH9 19D, Scotland Tel/ Tax 031 228 6439 (after 7pm UK time)
Scott Middlemiss - design, layout o production (address Edinburgh as above)

Khalil Turk - 16 Westmoor Gabiles, Trinces Road, Heaton Moor, StocKport, Cheshire, SK4 3NQ, Tel/Fax. : 061-431-9165

Additional Contributors : Martin Barrett.

Thanks 7o :  Brian Westor, Dieter Bielil, Ola Granshagen (Trontline), Dave Reynolds (Kerrang!), Jee Jacquet ¢ 5 L Raymond
(Rock Time), Rick Huisseune (Rock Report ) Tunl Surdin, Mike Bamett, Ty Scammell, Timbo & Sarak Edgell, Don
Palimer, Russell "Foreign Draft" Cook, Ally Berwick, Jim Fraser, Francesco Della Casa, Vincent Lockart.

AOR Classics 15 distributed by :
- Digter Bichl TO Box 1202, 74502 Mosbach, (j'f.’."?ma‘l_!f Tel: 0049-6261-17824 Fi ax; H9-6261-2108
- Pestelli, Luigi Via A.Ciseri 17, 50142 Tirenze, [taly Tel: 0557784898 Tax: 055/2345925
- Michael ‘Dfister Leidenerstr 19, 28259 Bremen, G ermany Jel: 0421-579-8738 Fax: 0421-571933
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ROYAL HUNT - LAND OF BROKEN HEARTS

1993, Royal ™M
e  Andre Anderson - Keyboards & Guitars

e  Henrick Brockmann - Vocals

®  Steen Mogensen - Bass

a Kenneth Olsen - Drums

- Produced by Andre Anderson

Royal Hunt arc an outfit based around the seemingly
unlimited talents of Russian/Dane Andre Anderson. Not only
has Anderson composed and
produced the entire album, he
tnkes care of the guitar and
keyboards to boot. The music is
classically influenced uptempo
pomp very reminiscent of Yngwie
Malmsteen cira "Trilogy”. In fact,
add a bit of Red Dawn, Rainbow
and a selection of many of the
Scandinavian acts and you are
well on the way to understanding
what Royal Hunt's sound is. The most enjoyable maments arc
definitely the quick paced cuts including "Flight" and "One
By Onc". Although these verge on Hard Rock there are no
shortage of keyboard blended into the production. In addition
both "Land of Broken Hearts" and "Stranded" deserve special
merit as the two most memorable songs on offer and for their
multilayered vocals especially during the choruses.

In April 2 mini C.D. was released and the band are currently
working in the studio on the follow up album. "Land of
Broken Hearts" gained progressive release around the world
with the most enthusiasm from Japan (there's a shocker!) A
US release was struck recently and the second album should
receive a world-wide release.

STORMWING - AWAKENING

1993, Top Fiv
e  Jay Matthew - Lead Vecals

®  Ken Brainstorm - Drums & Vocals

@  Jess Blake - Guitars & Vocals

e Jimmy Wance - Keyboards & Vocals

e  Kim lightower - Bass & Vocals

- Produced by P 11 Rics & Stormwing

[ would first like to acknowledge Pentti for bringing this act (o
the attention of the AOR Classics staff. This rather classy
Finnish outfit have produced a five track CD EP in a limited
quantity primarily for promotional purposes. "Unchain My
Heartbeat" is an absolute monster of an opener featuring a
storming keyboard intro before the guitars come crunching in.
Although reminiscent of many of the Scandinavian bands of

recent years (Talk of the Town, Glory and Dalton) they avoid
the trap of overtly bland or repetitive songs. "Angel" is a
similar uptempo number in the style of Europe circa "Prisoner
of Paradise”, [ have to say both these numbers highlight the
outstanding production throughout which the band and Rics
have to be credited for. "Good Morning" is the only ballad on
offer, and although I am not a great fan of acoustic songs this
is very credible. Matthew's vocals are clear throughout, a
point where many continental bands have failed in the past.

Stormwing are currently in the studio recording approx seven
more songs to add to the EP for a full album release. At
present a deal is already together in Japan (where there scems
to be a thriving AOR scene al present including many re-
issues of Classics in addition to new bands), In the mean time
lets hope the guys can securc a European/World-wide deal for
the album's release (although I would advise on dropping the
live in the studio "Crazy Days"!)

Additionally, Ken Brainstorm has just forwarded me a tape of
seven new songs they have just recorded. Even though this is
only an early mix I have to say there's morc good music here.
In contrast to the EP we open here with a ballad in the shape
of "Tender Point", very reminiscent of Return, especially the
vocals. "Stay Overnight" and "Spilfire" arc real rockers, like
the best parts of fellow Scandinavians Pole Position. 1 have
to say though, the trump card here is "Paper Card”. A brutal

bass and drum section lays down the bass for a song that hits

you like a sledgehammer between the eyes. A change of
rhythm and key midway through, similar in style to Dream
Theater adds a whole new dimension to the chorus. The only
song I can't get on with is "Home Sweet Home", a bit to glam
/ sleazy for my tastes, I believe Stormwing are still working
on new songs and should have cnough material for a full
album.

Stormwing : Bennasvagen 70, 68600 Jakobstad, Finland
Phone/Fax : (967) 7231 755

WANTED - OVER THE TOP

1993, Torgrim Eide KT
®  FEric Piscatella - Guitars

@ Rocket - Bass

®  Beaty Sweet - Drums

e  Jojo Thompson - Vocals

- Produced by Torgrim Eide

Wanted are a four picce from Norway with a good rocking
sound and have turned up with a indie release that deserves
some attention. The overall sound reminds me a little of early
TNT mixed with a helping of "NWOBHM".

The album opener "Suzic" has an carly Michael Schenker aura
about it and if it's good old basic rock your after then this is
just the ticket. Other recommended cuts include "Crucial”,
"Angel”, "Long Legs" and "Shot (in the night)". A stand out
cut would have to be "You can't hurt me" and is representative
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